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_ CONGRESS CONVENED. 
€ : ; , ome pee ae 
Io triumphe ! we have won the day; — : 
The Tyrant Law, now bends beneath our Sway, 
Though ftruggling’ oft, he ftrove to difobey. 
eas: vice: GarTR. 
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‘To all the virtuous Sons of Freedom, and of 


the natural Rights of Mankind. 


ILLusTRIOUS FRIENDS, 


» ERMIT me to congratulate you on the arrival 
a of that period which hath fixed American free- 
dom on a fure and firm bafis. Likea ftrong caitle 
built upon a rock, it fhall fiand unmoved, and 
tranfimitted from father to fon, fhail reach the 
lateft verge of time. Nothing was wanting to 
give it this ftability, but the concurrence of the 
province of New-York, in executing the fcheme of a grad 
‘American republic. his leng wifhed for, and moft glorious 
event has happened. We mow fee the flares: of New-York 
aflembled in Provincial Congrefs, and we fhall foon fee their 
High Mightineffes, the States General of America, affembled 
at the imperial city of Philadelphia. Our work is now brought 
to a happy iffue, and wants only our careful attention, to 
watch over, and guard it from the machinations of the impious 
children of order and good government, who are daily en- 
deavouring to reduce usto the fame ftate of vaffalage with them- 
felves—a flate of fubmiffion, and obedience to the laws. 

How does my body glow, and my heart exult with joy, 
when I turnmy eyes to the Carpenter’s-hall of New-York, and 
Behold the moft diftant likeriefs of that illuftrious group of 
worthies, who filled the Carpenter’s-hall of the thrice renown- 


ed, and three times thrice happy city of Philadelphia. Within: 
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thy walls—bleffed city—were once affembled, and again fhall 
affemble, the illuftrious, grand, Continental Congrefs—a full, 
free, and perfect reprefentation of all the inhabitants of Ame- 
fica, from’ Nova-Stofia to Georgia. In humble imitation of 
thy imperial greatnéfs, we now Can boaft of our Congrefs alfo— 
a full, tree, and perfect reprefentation of all the inhabitants of 
this province, from the eaftern point of Acadia to California ; 
from Cape Horn to the ‘North Pole. Glorious idea! 'Tri- — 
umphant thought! let me enjoy the lufcious delight of review- 
ing the impartial, candid, uninfluenced manner, in which the 
* renowned heroes who compofe this Congrefs were chofen. 
This f'am the more anxious to do, that T'may exhibit a plain 
flate of the faéts to the public, and thereby at once ftop the 
mouths of the d—d Tories, and punifh the fuper-eminently — 
ali—convineing, unanfwwerable, irrefragible, Right Honour- 
able William Earl of Chat—ter—ham, with materials for 
another old woman’s {peechifitation, when he fhall hext craw/ 
to the Houfe of Lords, in order to drawl out device for regu- 
lating the colonies ; and tayon out a path for the Lords to walk 
in. Glorioufly did he faccetd in -his*laft attempt! Such were 
the charms of his'matchlefs ,eloguence—fuch the weight of 
his arguments—fuch the candor of his remarks—fuch his 
confummate knowledge of American affairs,—that out of g5 
Lords, he fairly petfuaded 77 x0t to follow his advice ; and 
then crawled home again, to ruminate on his own felf import- 
ance, and determine at leifure, whether it would be more for 
his intereft to profefs himfelf an American or an Englifbman. 
On the morn of that aufpicious day, when deputies were 
chofen for this city, “‘the fons of freedom met,” and their 
aflembly exhibited the moft varied f{cene that ever feafted my 
enraptured eyes. People of all fizes and ofallhues! red fkins, 
yellow-fkins, green-fkins, grey-fkins, bay-fkins, black-fkins, 
‘blue-fkins ! Glorious profpeét! Enchanting: variety! My 
heaven then began—lInfatiate of the ravifhing profpett, enjoyed 
the celeftial {cene, till the bright effulgence @f the fun reflected 
from fo many different complexions, overpowered my fenfes, 
and threw me into a trance of delight, from which | waked 
_ Mot till the alarm was given, that the fons of loyalty and. order 
were approaching. — Hateful fight! no variety in their appear- 
ance; all of one colotir—a ize as the unfullied fhow! their 
conduét uniform throughout—firm, fteady, peaceable, and de-: 
cent. No rags fireaming in the air ! No menaces to frighten 
the timid! a hat covered every head, and thoes guarded every 
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foot. Difguftful: was their appearance ; like the mode& drefs 
of a.chafte matron, which reprefles every wanton thought ;— 
while the jocend.and noify fons of liberty, from their variegat- 
ed hues, like a tamifhed righ brocade on a brimitone’s back; 
invited a more intimate acquaintance. How did my heartexult 
in the {uperiority of our appearance ! 

Nor were my émotions of pleafure lefs, when I contemplat- 
ed the difference of the leaders. At their head there was only 
the fpeaker of an aflembly ; while, on the fide of inborn free- 
dom, I beheld His Mott Excellent Majéity King Semis, the 
Mott. Mighty | Alexander, Prince of Paradifey his. Bxcel- 
lency John Duke of Sheepfkins, Generalifiima, aad Concy- 
mouth Barclay, Efq; Attorney General. - 

I then contemplated the difference of numbers, and by an 
operation in Huxions, I found that the motly fons of fregdony 
and. nature, exceeded their antagonifts 4 1-2 topne. Glori- 
ous conqueft! ‘Then were deputies appointed ; and one from 
every colour was eleQed, by the grain of his ikin, to repreient 
this auguit city, in Provincial Congrefs. 

__A poll however was demanded by fome obftinate perfons. 
The brave fear not a defeat. Through mereindulgence a poll 
was granted ; for deputies were already chglen.. There are in 
the city near 30,000 inhabitants, and about 3000 voters, 
, At the polls chat were opened in the ‘different waids, near 1000 
perfons voted, g-10ths of which are on our fide. ‘The perverfe 
friends of government would not appear to vote againit us ; 
fo, by neceffary implication, they voted for deputies. The 
deputies for this city there‘ore, are inconteftably the deputies of 
zhis city, chofen unanimoufly by the inhebivants of the aty; 
and heaven hath confirmed the choice, by enabling them of 
his fpecial providence to meet at this time. . 
. Ina fimilar glorious manner, were deputies chofen in King’s 
county, Ulfter, Orange and Suffolk counties: For letait be 
noted, that where people flay. at home, and mind their bufi- 
nefs, and refufe to be prefent at meetings which they think 
unlawful and feditious, they muft in every fenfe be fuppoied 
to approve of thofe meetings, and to confent to the appoint- 
ment of deputies; for, it we go upon any other ground, we 
never {hall get this colony reprefented in the next Conunefftal 
Congrefs, and that would be a fhame indeed ! 
.. The, great dnd glorious county of Albany have appointed 
deputies without one diffenting yoice, that I have heard of, 
Tofaid eppoinsdd ; I mean not that they were chojen, No, ap 
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pointed istight. 'T'o appoint, faited'that county better, than to 
choafe.  Choofing would have been attended with trouble, and 
might have endangered a defeat. « ‘he committee’ of infpec- 
tion for the city of Albasiysi thexefore, appointed deputies for 
the county. They did right. They reprefent the county ; 
their deputies reprefent them, arga/;' their deputies reprefent 
the county. This is good ‘reafoning, and muft be fo, or 
that county has no deputies, which cannot be, for deputies: are 
appointed; and they that’ are appointed, are deputies, deny it 
who will. 

The minions of minifterial defpotifm have boafted thatthe 
counties“of''Tryon, Charlotte, Gloucefter, and Cumberland, 
have fent no deputies. Tories, my friends, will fay any thing. 
Thefe counties were.formerly part of the county of Albany, 
argal, they are now reprefented, fully, freely, and perfectly 
reprefented. by the Aibany deputies. This they have ex- 
prefsly confented to; for they never faid a word againft it. A 
paper indeed was peblithed; faid to Wave'been drawn up, and 
figned by the judges and grand jury 6f Bryon county; which 
shay feém to contradi& what 1 have faid : But let it be noted, 
that that paper contains no denial of their being reprefented 
by the Albany depletiess and if it did, it would be nothing to 
the purpofe. ‘They are reprefented by Jove, and he that denies 
itis aliar. ~ Beh Debate tos 

Theiame boafthas been made with regard to Richmond 
county. Richmond county-does ‘not coritain more than 400 
voters, and ought not to be confidered as cf any confequence in 
the prefent cafe ;—a parcel of mean fpirited Tory fons of 
B ‘es, that have nétimettle encugh to raife a mob in the 
glorious caufe of berty ; mere dolt“and idects, that muft be 
put under the dire&tion of ‘others}?or they will ruin them. 
ielves : It is therefore determined, that they*fhall, in the'prefent, 
and all future’ cafes, be reprefented by the New-York de- 
paties ; and let them refufe if they dare. 

Seme ‘diftriéts in’ Queen’s county and Dutchefs county, have 
alfo refufed to fend deputies, and their refufal is much to be 
regretted ; however, they are only finall contemptible diftrids: 
Such for initance, as Hempftead, in Queen’s county ; and may 
be Tairly faid to be reprefented by thofe diftri€s which have 
fent: Or they imitate the candid, peaceable, religions, godly 
conduét of the blue faints of Jamaica, who, when out-voted at 
the town-meeting, yet very prudently loaded a late imported, 
fan@ified afs, with depytiftical honours, and fert him down ta 
évay with his brethren.~— » That 
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That this is fair proceeding, may eafily be proved by..the 
ralé of ful/ pofition : From which, it will in¢onteftibly follow, 
that where the blue-fkins.out-vote the loyalifts, there’the mi- 
nority is included in the majority;\and ought, in honour, and 


conf{cience to fabmit : But where the loyalifts. out-vote the blue- — 


fkins, there the majority is included in the minority, and 
ought to be.governed by it... Suppofe then, that feven diftriéts 
out of eleven in Dutchefs.county, have fent nodeputies ; yet, 
thefe feven mutt.of neceflity be reprefented by the deputies of 
the four diftridts which have fent ; otherwife, thefe dittricts are 
not reprefented at all; which is not true; for deputies from 
Dutchefs county are here aflembled, axgal, Dutchefs county is 
reprefented. : 
In the county of Weftchetfter, the fons of mative freedom car- 
" yied the election hollow ; five to one, and 13 3-4ths tofpare; 
an inconfiderable number—'T eft. Lewis Morris—oppofed the ap- 
pointment of deputies. But they. were alltenants, and there- 
fore, not.intitled to freedom of any kind. They were headed 
by Col. Philipfe and Ifaac Wilkins, Efg; But what then! 
Col. Philipfe himfelf is but a tenant; Forremember the word 
tenant comes from.the Latin verb tenco to hold. While there- 
fore, Col. Philipfe 4oldsa largelanded eftate, he can be only a 
tenant. But in cafe he will give up his manors to be enjoyed 
by the virtuous fons of freedom, according to the inborn na- 
tural rights of men, he will:then ceafe.to be a tenant, and we 
will gracioufly condefeend. to permit him to become a free- 
holder as foon ashe fhall pleafe, ‘This inconfiderable number 
of tenants, had the daring infolence to fign a proteft againtt 
all deputies, delegates, committees, and compe This pro- 
teft they publifhed, with their names annexed; an ixconfider- 
able number indeed! only a little more than 300; while, on 
the fide of freedom, tho’ there were really but 100, there muft 
have been upwards of 1500: For our friends have repeatedly 
“declared, that the blue-fkins exceeded. the loyalifts five to one ; 
and our friends never fay any thing that is not true. 
However, had there been only 10, they were freeholders, 
‘and had a right to proceed in {pite of all the tenants in the 
world : For, confider the true import of the word frechold:r. 
‘In political fenfe it means not one that poffeffes lands in free 
tenure, as the ignorant tories contend. Confult Johnfon’s 
Diionary, and if he does not fay as I fay, he deferves ‘to be 
burned. The word comes from the adjeCtive free, and the 
verb Auld, and means onethat- holds +himfelf free to af as pe 
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pleafeswwithout any regard! t6 truth, horiour, law, relisted’ or 
evn 18 Ido hot By that’alf our fiterids make eur ie 
‘pfivilege in this matter, at all times:\"They thiakit more prut 
- dentité exprefs it occafionally, when fome'point isto be'carried. 
But they ‘have aright to this privilege at ail times: For how 
cana man be free whois under any teftraint ? Where Jaw be- 
“So “gins, there /iberty ends. Law- and liberty ate in dire@ oppof 
|» tion, The fame is true of truth, honour, juitice, and religion, 
_ and therefore our friends have wifely thrown off évery thing bit 
the name and appearance of them, that théy may enjoy that 
‘inborn freedom, and thofe natural rights, to which every Amé 
‘tican is“intitled. See a . 
From this plain, exact, fair, candid, particular eviuimera- 
‘tion of facts it appears ‘beyond contradiction, that every man, 
‘woman, boy, girl, child, infant, cow, horfe, hog, dog and 
cat, who now live, or ever did live, or ever hall live in this 
‘province, are fully,-freely and fufficiently reprefented in this 
prefent "glorious and auguft Provincial Congrefs j—confe- 
quently they will be fully, freely, and fufficiently reprefented 
‘in the nextGrand Continental Congre(s at Philadelphia; and 
‘will be botind to pay all taxes, which they “thall recommend to - 
‘be paid, fight ali the battles which they fhalldirect, and in Gil 
‘things behave as good fubjects of the Granp AMERICAN 
Repustic. : Say 
» Roufe, therefore, my friends! Support’ the Conprefs, and 
affert your aative right of doing as you pleafe. Your only 
danger will arife from your failing to attain"the end you aim 
‘at. In that cafe yon will indeed be rede/s, and may chance tb, 
“be hanged. But if you fucceed, it will only bea Pevolution, 
and you will be juftified before God and man. Nothing, my 
“friends, was wanting to make Lucifer’s rebellidn in Heaven 2 
‘glorious revolution, but fuccefs. “Fear not the laws.—The 
—— probably are on our fide,’ forthey have made no oppo: * 
‘fition to our proceedings, but patiéntly let us do'as we stéafe’; 
and as foon as they can do it with done ‘Texpect to fe ‘them 
‘join heartily in our plorious caufe. ien thal! We rife wi- 
_ umphant over all re and the glorious rg ‘of Inde- 
“pendancy fhall begin in America—the long withed-for Mille- .” 
‘ninm of the Saints. * wees UB eae? 
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